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Upcoming Events 

September 26 
 

Homecoming Pep Rally,  
Parade, & Football Game 

October 4 Half Day - Professional 
Development for Faculty 

 

John Paul the Great Academy is a small, Catholic, college preparatory school 
that preserves and promotes the sacred traditions of the Roman Catholic Church 
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From the Headmaster 
 
Like many of you, I remember well the first time I drove up the oak-
lined entrance to John Paul the Great Academy.  I saw the beautiful old 
red brick and white stone façade of the main building and marveled at 
the remarkable and timeless beauty of the campus.  I was immediately 
struck by a sense of gratitude and an awareness that this was a very 
special place.  As I began to meet the students and faculty and 
understand the quality of Catholic, classical education being pursued 
here, I realized that it was perhaps something more than special.  It was 
rare.   

My next thought was that it seemed too good to be true.  How could the 
small community of families that came together to found the school 
have already achieved so much in so little time?  Six seminarians in six 
years, an enrollment of two hundred and twenty students (a 30% 
increase this year alone), one of the most beautiful campuses in America, 
and the promise of so much more.   

Yet, at the same time, I know countless schools that had to close after 
only a few years.  Being young schools, they lacked the benefit of large 
endowments and thousands of older, wealthy graduates.  So what had 
allowed John Paul the Great Academy to make it thus far?  What will we 
have to do now?  And how can JPG move from being a small, new 
school to becoming a legacy institution with strong, sustainable levels of 
enrollment?  These and other questions loomed large in my mind during 
my first months of work at JPG. 

And then I met Mike Ballowe (pronounced “Baloo”).  Mike is not one of 
our talented faculty members.  He does not have children or 
grandchildren attending the school.  But more than five decades ago, 
Mike was set on a life trajectory of faith and service that has made an 
immeasurable impact on our school community.  The year was 1959, and 
Mike was just nine years old.  Clarence and Claude Ballowe, Mike’s 
parents, dedicated their family to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and then 
spent the next decades of Mike’s life showing him by their example that 
faith is to be lived out in a life of prayer, charity, and service to the 
Church.  Clarence’s signature can still be seen on the framed 
consecration document which hangs on Mike’s wall.   

Thus Mike didn’t think twice when, in May of 2012, he was driving past 
our school and felt a call from God to see how he might serve here.    

Omnia in Excellentia 
 

September 4 
 

Presentation by Sr. Jane 
Dominic from Nashville 

September 11 Back to School Night 

November 3 JPG Fall Fest 

Continued on page 4 

The JPG Prefect Council Serves the    
Homeless at St. Joseph Diner 

September 28 
 

Homecoming Dance 

September 18 
 

Annual Giving Pledge                    
turn in date 
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      SPRIRITUAL FORMATION  

1. Adoration - A special thanks to those who have 
become committed adorers and substitutes.  We 
still need to fill a few more vacancies, in addition to 
obtaining more hourly captains to make the 
Adoration Chapel operate more smoothly.  For 
more information, please contact Mr. Scott 
Artigue, or sign up online at jpgacademy.org 

2. March For Life - All 9-12 grade students are 
encouraged to begin planning and fundraising for 
the March for Life pilgrimage, January 18-23, 
2014.  The trip costs $500, and the initial deposit of 
$100 is due Friday, October 11. This year, JPG will 
join the Baton Rouge Youth March. Parents can 
visit www.youthmarchforlife.org for more details. 
We are really looking forward to this exciting 
pilgrimage!  

3. Challenge Group – Open to girls in grades 5-12. 
Challenge group will meet after school on Fridays 
from 3:00pm-4:30pm and will run through May 
2014. The first meeting and kickoff event will be 
held on September 13. Girls and parents who are 
interested in learning what Challenge is all about, 
are invited to attend. The cost is $80 per child, 
which covers the cost of books, kits, t-shirts, bag, 
supplies, membership fee and team leader kits. You 
can learn more about Challenge by visiting the 
website www.challengeclubs.com or by contacting 
Dawn Hubbell at 296-9707 or 
dhubb70508@aol.com. 

4. Conquest – Open to boys in grades 3-12. 
Conquest group will meet after school on 
Wednesdays from 3:30pm-4:30pm and will run 
through May 2014. The cost is $45 per child, which 
covers the cost of books, kits, tshirts, bag, supplies, 
membership fee, and team leader kits. If you have 
any questions, please contact Eddie Cramer at 351-
1052 or Ricky Fontenot at 344-0989. 

 

5. That Man Is You! By honestly addressing the 
pressures and temptations that men face in our 
modern culture, That Man Is You! seeks to form 
men who will be capable of transforming homes 
and society. The group meets each Monday night, 
beginning September 9, from 6:30-8:00 in the 
refectory. Each meeting will consist of a light meal, 
fellowship, program presentation and a small group 
discussion. For more information, please contact 
Travis Gallet at 962-3361 or tgallet@cox.net.  
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ACADEMICS 

6. Back-to-School Night – You will not want to 
miss this important chance to meet your students’ 
teachers, learn about their classes, and “walk the 
daily schedule” of your children.  More 
information will follow, but be sure to “save the 
date” for September 11, from 6:00-8:30pm.   

7. ACT Prep – We have increased our commitment 
to assist students as they prepare for the ACT this 
year.  During the school day, Mrs. Mahan will be 
teaching an ACT prep course.  The Seniors have 
begun the course this past week (during 4th period 
on Thursdays) and it will end in December.  The 
Juniors will take it in the Spring (during 4th period 
on A Days).   

8. Speech and Debate – Please join the JPG 
Guardian Speech & Debate Team as they have 
their first public practice of the year.  On 
Wednesday, September 25, join us at 5:30pm in 
the JPG Refectory for the Big Swim.  Students will 
practice debating, speaking and performing 
various events, while parents, friends and 
community members can learn more about how to 
judge at tournaments.  This is the last big 
opportunity for our students to prepare before 
heading out for the first tournament of the season 
on October 4 & 5 in New Orleans.  We hope to 
see you at the Big Swim! 

9. Art Guild - An invitation to all parents of budding 
young artists that would like to see their young 
prodigies' work displayed.  Mrs. Cindy Marcantel 
needs helping hands to prepare and hang students' 
artwork, once at the end of the first semester and 
once in the Spring. You will be contacted via e-
mail when there is a "work day".  Please email 
Mrs. Marcantel at cmarcantel@jpgacademy.org. 

10. Horticulture - Great things are happening at the 
JPG Garden! During the first few weeks of school, 
the Horticulture class made great strides in getting 
the garden ready for construction and planting. 
Under the direction of Mr. Akers and Ms. Byers, 
students cleaned out the old greenhouse, organized 
supplies and tools, and started an "earthworm 
farm." Mr. Warren Romero generously volunteered 
his time (and tractor) to till and level the land where 
the class plans to construct 8 raised planters. The 
students are very excited about choosing the 
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varieties of plants for the garden and working toward a 
fall harvest. If you are interested in assisting with this 
project, please contact Mr. Kory Akers 
at kakers@jpgacademy.org 

11. Library – This year the library has added six new 
computers for research and one computer for 
searching the library catalog. Parents and students are 
able to access the library catalog online, check on the 
availability of a book, browse the collection or use 
one search for research. You can go directly to the 
library website by visiting 
jpgacademy.follettdestiny.com, and then clicking on 
John Paul the Great.  Ms. Cespiva has been working 
very hard to get all of the books into the computer, 
however, not all of the collection has been cataloged 
and entered. We hope to have all of them entered by 
the end of the year. 

 

      CAMPUS LIFE 

12. JPG Fall Fest - Save the date! Sunday, November 3. 
We’ll begin with a big 11:00am Mass and then watch 
the Saints game on the outdoor big screen TV! Lots 
of food, games and fun for the entire family. Our 
main stage will be headlined by “Bonsoir, Catin!”  
Don’t forget, volunteers are needed to help make 
this fundraiser a great success! You can sign up 
online starting Thursday, September 5, or by calling 
the front office.  

13. Take charge of Education with Target – Did you 
know there’s an easy way to help us raise money for 
our school? Here’s how it works: Visit 
Target.com/tcoe to designate JPG as your school 
(ID#153293), then use your Target REDcard (or 
Target Credit/Visa/Debit) whenever you shop. 
Target will then donate up to 1% of your purchases 
to our school. Grandparents, alumni, friends and 
neighbors are all welcome to participate in the 
program! 

14. Homecoming - September 26: Pep rally and parade 
1:00pm @ JPG, football game 6:00pm @ Clark 
Field, Lafayette. September 28: Homecoming dance 
7:30pm-10:30pm (location TBD). Fundraising for 
this event will begin Tuesday, September 3. We will 
kick off with a honey-biscuit and sausage breakfast. 
The tickets will go on sale Tuesday morning and the 
breakfast will be served Thursday, September 5, in 
the refectory from 7:15am-7:45am.  We really want 
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to make Homecoming a great experience for everyone, 
so please help us in making this fundraiser a great 
success!  

15. Reminder: Appropriate Attire at School 
Competitions and on Campus - An essential and 
practical way that we help our students to grow in virtue 
and holiness is to require them to dress appropriately 
and modestly any time they represent themselves as JPG 
students.  Having a dress code that echoes our Catholic 
values teaches students that we all seek to practice what 
we preach.  We care too much about our students to 
acquiesce to a culture bent on compromising their moral 
integrity.  (You can think of Miley Cyrus in this regard, 
and do pray for her and all of our young women).  
Please see the Dress Code section of the Family 
Handbook for further information. 

16. Campus Security - Please be aware that we have 
updated and activated our security system at JPG.  If you 
have a weekend or evening event planned, be certain 
that if you secure the building keys that you also know 
how to disarm and rearm the system.  There are financial 
fees for false alarms, so it is important that we keep our 
buildings secure and avoid these extra costs. 

17. Senior Pilgrimage to the Blue Ridge Mountains – 
Following the example and spirit of Blessed John Paul 
the Great, our seniors will spend a week traveling to 
beautiful historic Churches and hiking into some of the 
most pristine wilderness in America near Camp 
Chosotonga in North Carolina.  Some highlights will 
include Mass, daily prayer, physical and mental 
challenges, and breathtaking views that will draw us 
deeper into God’s love.  Camp Chosotonga is one of the 
very best Catholic summer camps in North America.  
Many conversions and priestly vocations have been 
credited to this extraordinary place.  For more 
information, visit their website 2funcamps.com.  
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That afternoon, he spoke with Ryan Verret, our Assistant Headmaster of Advancement, and in no time placed 
his master carpenter skills at the service of our school.   

Over the next year, Mike would repair the roof of our main building, install the posts and rope that frame our 
parking lot, stop the waterfall that descended our stairs every time it rained, remodel a music room for our 
piano program, remodel the pool house, install and frame the beautiful new doors to our library and new 
science lab, and personally spend days with a wire brush scouring the bathroom floor in the chapel building.  
Mike donated all of this work to honor the memory and example of his parents, and because he believes 
passionately in the mission of our school.   

Mike Ballowe is the answer to my question about how a place like this could possibly survive during its first 
years of existence.  Mike is the answer, and so are countless others - parents, teachers, students, all who have 
come together around the hope and ideal that is John Paul the Great.   

This fall, I want to humbly ask that each family consider how they can follow Mike’s example and take another 
step to support our wonderful school.  And among the many ways you can help JPG, I am not exaggerating 
when I say that none is more important than the Annual Giving Campaign this year.  I ask that you please 
review the Annual Giving Pledge Flyer that will be sent home with this newsletter and that can be found on our 
website.  Even though not everyone can frame a door or repair the roof, everyone can do something.  The 
viability and success of our school, both this year and in the future, depends upon the support that you provide 
today.   

In the Peace of Christ, 
 
Peter Fletcher 
President and Headmaster  
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